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List of Data Protection Laws in Africa

State

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina
Faso

Cape
Verde

Chad

Congo
(Rep.)

Egypt

Official designation of the law

Loi n° 18-07 du 25 Ramadhan 1439 correspon-
dant au 10 juin 2018 relative a la protection des
personnes physiques dans le traitement des
données a caractere personnel

Lei n.° 22/11 da Proteccao de Dados Pessoais

Loi n® 2017-20 du 20 avril 2018 portant code du
numérique en République du Bénin, artt. 379-
490

Data Protection Act, 2018 (Law No. 32 of 2018)

Loi n°® 001-2021/AN portant protection des
personnes a I’égard du traitement des données a
caractére personnel

Lein. ° 41/VIII/2013 de 17 de Setembro
Lei n° 121/1X//2021 de 17 de mar¢o

Loi n° 007/PR/2015 portant protection des
données a caractere personnel

Loi n° 29-2019 du 10 octobre 2019 portant
protection des données a caractere personell

Auad il bl dlas 68 Hlaal YoV daad Vo) L8, qld

Translation / short title

Law n° 18-07 of 10 June 2018 on the protection
of natural persons with respect to the processing
of personal data

Law n.° 22/11 on the Protection of Personal Data

Law n° 2017-20 of 20 April 2018 relating to the
digital code of the Republic of Benin (Digital
Code), artt. 379-490

Data Protection Act, 2018

Law n° 001-2021/AN relating to the protection of
persons toward the processing of personal data
(replacing Law n° 010-2004/AN)

Law n.° 41/VIII/2013 of 17 September (as amen-
ded by Law n°® 121/IX 2021 of 17 March)

Law n°® 007/PR/2015 relating to the protection of
personal data

Law n° 29-2019 of 10 October 2019 relating to
the protection of personal data

Law no. 151 of 2020 (Data Protection Law)

DPA established
(name)

Law officially
adopted

10 June 2018 no
17 June 2011 yes (APD)
20 April 2018 yes (APDP)
3 August 2018 no

(IDPC not yet formed)

30 March 2021 yes (CIL)

17 March 2021 yes (CNPD)

10 February 2015 yes (ANSICE)
10 October 2019 no
13 July 2020 no

Enforcement commenced

(one year after establishment of DPA, art. 75)

8 October 2019

20 April 2018

15 October 2022'a
(grace period of one year, s 54(1))

30 March 2022
(grace period of one year, art. 81(3);
prior law enforced from 18 May 20072)

17 April 2021
(one month after publication, art. 6(1))

10 February 2016 (private sector, art. 96(b))
10 February 2017 (public sector, art. 96(a))

(for dates of compliance, see art. 100)

(one year after publication of Executive
Regulations)
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https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/jo-francais/2018/F2018034.pdf
https://www.apd.ao/fotos/frontend_1/editor2/110617_lei_22-11_de_17_junho-proteccao_dados_pessoais.pdf
https://www.apd.ao/ao/
https://www.apd.ao/ao/noticias/proteccao-de-dados-realidade-crescente-em-angola/
https://legis.cdij.bj/uploads/r/centre-de-documentation-et-dinformation-juridique-4/f/4/0/f40e60cf9c01d05511f6d53badb02d93cd591f7be12b9af5dc8713dd3df0a15d/Loi-N__-2017-20.pdf
https://apdp.bj/
https://www.bocra.org.bw/sites/default/files/documents/DataProtectionAct.pdf
https://www.dataguidance.com/sites/default/files/government_gazette_15th_october_2021.pdf
https://www.cil.bf/index.php/legislation/legislation-nationale
http://www.cil.bf/
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/77482/82136/F518289779/BFA-77482.pdf
https://www.redipd.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Lei-n-41-VIII-2013-regime-juridico-geral-de-proteccao-de-dados-pessoais-das-pessoas-singulares.pdf
https://kiosk.incv.cv/V/2021/3/17/1.1.28.3672/
https://www.cnpd.cv/index.php
https://arcep.td/sites/default/files/Loi-N%C2%B007-PR-2015.pdf
https://ansice.td/
https://www.sgg.cg/JO/2019/congo-jo-2019-45.pdf
https://www.cc.gov.eg/legislation_single?id=404869
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fV2SvyTrwFEdVBwpFZB-2jsbQQsppDaV/view
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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List of Data Protection Laws in Africa (2)

Law officially | DPA established

Translation / short title Enforcement commenced

State Official designation of the law

Equatorial Ley Nam. 1/2016, de fecha 22 de Julio, de  Law No. 1/2016 of 22 July on the Protection of
Gl Proteccion de Datos Personales Personal Data 22 )uly 2016 no -
Ethio p,'a 20 4.3 T0FP T APIPRT19 LOM APE: (V. Proclamation to Provide for Personal Data
01.03.2020) Protection (v. 01.03.2020) - no -
Loi n°001/2011 relative a la protection des o .
Gabon données a L WO e tg:tsmted'on OHFEEE) | il 0 yes (CNPDCP) 31 May 2018°
caractere personnel
Ghana Data Protection Act, 2012 — 10 May 2012 yes (DPC) November 20124
Loi N° L/ 2016/ 037/ AN, Relative a la cybersé- Law N° L /2016 /037 / AN, On cybersecurity
Guinea curité et la protection des données a caractere and on the protection of personal data in the 26 July 2017 no —
personnel en Républigue de Guinée, 2¢™e partie Republic of Guinea, 2" part
|V0ry Coast Loi n® 201 3-450 du ‘!9 i}Jin 201 ? relative a la Law n° 2013-450 of 19 ]Une 2013 on the 19 June 2013 yes ARTCI) 19. December 2013
protection des données a caractere personnel protection of personal data e (grace period of six months, art. 53)
Kenya The Data Protection Act No. 24 of 2019 Data Protection Act, 2019 8 November 2019 yes (ODPC) 16 November 2020°
L th Act No. 5 of 2012. Data Protection Act, 2011 Data Protection Act, 2011 1 2013
esotho (as amended) (as amended) fLrEy no o
LOI N° 2014 — 038 Law N° 2014 — 038
Madagascar Sur la protection des données a caractere On the protection of personal data 9 January 2015 no —
personnel
i The Draft Data Protection Bill, 2021 — — no —
Malawi
Loi N°2013-015/ du 21 mai 2013 portant Law N°2013-015 of 21 May 2013 relating to
Mali protection des données a caractere personnel the protection of personal data in the Republic 21 May 2013 yes (APDP) July 2015¢

Disclaimer: The external links given here make reference to third-party content. University of Passau bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links. At the time

en Republigue du Mali

of Mali

adopted
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(name)


https://media2.mofo.com/documents/ley_de_proteccion_de_datos_personales_22_july_2016.pdf
https://chilot.me/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Draft-Data-Protection-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Gabon-Loi-relative-%C3%A0-la-protection-des-donn%C3%A9es-personnelles-du-4-mai-20111.pdf
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Gabon-Loi-relative-%C3%A0-la-protection-des-donn%C3%A9es-personnelles-du-4-mai-20111.pdf
https://www.cnpdcp.ga/accueil2/
https://www.cnpdcp.ga/cnpdcp-prestation-de-serment/
https://cybersecurity.gov.gh/documents/Data_Protection_Act_2012.pdf
https://www.dataprotection.org.gh/
https://www.moc.gov.gh/agencies/data-protection-commission-dpc
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Guinee-loi_2016037an_relative_a_la_cybersecurite_et_protection_des_donees.pdf
https://www.artci.ci/images/stories/pdf/lois/loi_2013_450.pdf
https://www.artci.ci/
http://kenyalaw.org/kl/fileadmin/pdfdownloads/Acts/2019/TheDataProtectionAct__No24of2019.pdf
https://www.odpc.go.ke/
https://www.odpc.go.ke/office-of-the-data-protection-commissioner-commemorates-its-100th-day/
http://www.nic.ls/lsnic/community/policies/Data_Protection_Act_2011_Lesotho.pdf
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Madagascar-L-2014-038-du-09-01-15-sur-la-protection-des-donn%C3%A9es-%C3%A0-caract%C3%A8re-personnel.pdf
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Madagascar-L-2014-038-du-09-01-15-sur-la-protection-des-donn%C3%A9es-%C3%A0-caract%C3%A8re-personnel.pdf
https://www.amrtp.ml/download/loi-n2013-015-du-21-mai-2013-portant-protection-des-donnees-a-caractere-personnel-en-republique-du-mali/
https://apdp.ml/
https://www.afapdp.org/archives/3114
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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List of Data Protection Laws in Africa (3)

Law officially

DPA established

State Official designation of the law Translation / short title Enforcement commenced
adopted (name)
: ; Loi n° 2017-020 sur la protection des données a Law n° 2017-020 on the protection of _
Mauritania caractere personnel personal data 22 uly 2017 1o
Mauritius The Data Protection Act 2017. Act No. 20 of 2017 Data Protection Act 2017 22 December 2017 yes (DPO) 15 January 2018
Loi n° 09-08 relative a la protection des personnes Law n°® 09-08 on the protection of natural
Morocco physques a I‘égard du traitement des données a persons with regard to the processing of 18 February 2009 yes (CNDP) 28 March 20117
caractere personnel personal data
Namibia Draft Data Protection Bill — — no —
Loi n° 2017-28 du 03 mai 2017, relative a la protection Law n° 2017-28 of 3 May 2017, on the
Niger des données a caractére personnel protection of personal data (as amended 3 May 2017 yes (HAPDP) 5 August 20208
Loi n® 2019-71 du 24 decembre 2019 by Law n°® 2019-71 of 24 December
2019)
Data Protection Bill, 2020
Nigeria (discarded in November 202182) — — yes (NITDA) —
- See also the Nigeria Data Protection Reqgulation 2019
Law n° 058/2021 of 13/10/2021 relating to the . .
Rwanda protection of personal data and privacy 15 October 2021 no
Sao Tomé Lei n.c03/2016 Law n.° 03/2016 .
P Proteccdao de Dados Pessoais Protection of Personal Data 18 March 2016 yes (ANPDP) 24 April 20187
& Principe
Loi n° 2008 — 12 sur la Protection des données a Law n° 2008 — 12 on the protection of 10
Senegal caractere personnel personal data 25 January 2008 yes (CDP) 31 January 2014
Seychelles Data Protection Act. Act 9 of 2003 Data Protection Act, 2002 24 December 2003 no (commencement conditional on order by

competent minister, s 1)
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http://www.tic.gov.mr/IMG/pdf/imp1fr-2.pdf
https://www.icta.mu/docs/laws/dpa_2017.pdf
https://dataprotection.govmu.org/SitePages/Index.aspx
https://www.cndp.ma/images/lois/Loi-09-08-Fr.pdf
https://www.cndp.ma/
https://www.cndp.ma/images/lois/Reglement-Interieur-CNDP-Fr.pdf
https://www.afapdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Loi-n%C2%B02017-28-du-03-mai-2017.pdf
https://www.dataguidance.com/sites/default/files/loi-2019-71_modifloirelativealaprotectiondesdonneesacaracterepersonnel_.pdf
http://www.hapdp.ne/
http://www.hapdp.ne/event-details/14
https://www.ncc.gov.ng/documents/911-data-protection-bill-draft-2020/file
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/495768-data-protection-indignation-as-fg-abandons-draft-bill-seeks-consultants-for-fresh-process.html
https://ndpr.nitda.gov.ng/Content/Doc/NigeriaDataProtectionRegulation.pdf
https://nitda.gov.ng/
https://www.risa.rw/fileadmin/user_upload/Others%20documents/Law_relating_to_the_protection_of_personal_data_and_privacy.pdf
https://www.dataguidance.com/sites/default/files/STP%20-%20Lei%20n.%C2%BA%2003_2016%20-%20Lei%20de%20Garantia%20e%20Protec%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20dos%20Dados%20Pessoais%20d....pdf
https://www.dataguidance.com/sites/default/files/STP%20-%20Lei%20n.%C2%BA%2003_2016%20-%20Lei%20de%20Garantia%20e%20Protec%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20dos%20Dados%20Pessoais%20d....pdf
https://www.anpdp.st/index.php
https://www.anpdp.st/docs_comprimidos/relatorio_de_actividades/relatorio_actividades_e_conta_de_gerencia_2018.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/fr/sn/sn009fr.pdf
https://www.cdp.sn/
https://www.cdp.sn/content/r%C3%A8glement-int%C3%A9rieur
https://greybook.seylii.org/w/se/2003-9#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc385830842/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgGYAOAVi44AMXACwAmAJQAaZNlKEIARUSFcAT2gByDZIiEwuBEpXqtOvQZABlPKQBC6gEoBRADJOAagEEAcgGEnkqRgAEbQpOzi4kA
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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List of Data Protection Laws in Africa (4)

Law officially DPA established

State Official designation of the law Translation / short title Enforcement commenced
adopted (name)
South Act No. 4 of 2013: Protection of Personal . . yes 1 July 2020
ATies Information Act, 2013 Flroizetion oMbl iz e tion mes 2005 12 Heweloer 200> (Information Regulator SA) (set by the President under s 115(1))!"
South Data Protection Bill, 2020 - _ no -
Sudan
SwaZIIa,n,d The Data Protection Act, 2022 (Act No. 5 of 2022) Data Protection Act, 2022 — no —
(Eswatini)
Tanzania Andiko Dhana la Ulinzi wa Taarifa Binafsi, 2021 Proposal for Personal Data Protection, 2021 — no —
i N° 2019- 9 relative 2 ° 2019- no
TOgO Loi N 2Q1 014 du 29/oc’Eobre 291 relative a la Law N° 2019 01.4 of 29 October 2019 on the 30 October 2019 (EEE s el .
protection des données a caractére personnel protection of personal data )
Loi organique numéro 63 en date du 27 juillet : .
Tunisia 2004 portant sur la protection des données a Organlctrl;zw rr:)(zéft?ozf(fz léigoig(l)‘(;;f;atmg to 27 July 2004 yes (INPDP) 1 January 20082
caractere personnel P P
Uganda The Data Protection and Privacy Act, 2019 — 25 February 2019 no —
Zambia Act No. 3 of 2021. The Data Protection Act, 2021 Data Protection Act, 2021 31 March 202113 no —
Zimbabwe Data Protection Act (Act No. 5 of 2021) Data Protection Act 3 December 2021 no —
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https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201409/3706726-11act4of2013protectionofpersonalinforcorrect.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.za/inforeg/
http://www.thepresidency.gov.za/press-statements/commencement-certain-sections-protection-personal-information-act%2C-2013
https://www.esccom.org.sz/legislation/DATA PROTECTION ACT.pdf
https://jo.gouv.tg/sites/default/files/JO/JOS_29_10_2019-64E%20ANNEE-N%C2%B026%20TER.pdf#page=1
https://www.togofirst.com/en/itc/1112-6968-togo-to-set-up-a-personal-data-protection-authority
http://www.inpdp.nat.tn/ressources/loi_2004.pdf
http://www.inpdp.nat.tn/
http://www.inpdp.nat.tn/ressources/decret_3003.pdf
https://ict.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Data-Protection-and-Privacy-Act-2019.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.zm/sites/default/files/documents/acts/Act%20No.%203%20The%20Data%20Protection%20Act%202021_0.pdf
https://www.enotices.co.zm/download/statutory-instrument-no-022-of-2021-data-protection-act-of-2021-pdf/
https://www.dataguidance.com/sites/default/files/data_protection_act_5_of_2021.pdf
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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References and further reading

Abdulrauf Giving ‘teeth’ to the African Union towards advancing compliance with data privacy norms
(2021) 30 Information & Communications Technology Law 87-107
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(2016) 8 Journal of Media Law 67-97

Ademuyiwa / Adeniran Assessing Digitalization and Data Governance Issues in Africa (CIGI Papers No. 244 — July 2020), 32 pp.

African Declaration on Internet Privacy and personal data protection in Africa: A rights-based survey of legislation in eight countries

Rights and Freedoms Coalition (May 2021), 373 pp.
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Guidelines into the EU GDPR, the Ghanaian Data Protection Act 2012 and the Kenyan Data Protection Act 2019, in:
Thorn et al. (eds), Innovations and Interdisciplinary Solutions for Underserved Areas (Springer 2020) 129-207
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African Data Protection Laws - Current Regulatory Approaches, Policy Initiatives, and the Way Forward
(2022) 3 Global Privacy Law Review 56-88

Bryant Africa in the Information Age: Challenges, Opportunities, and Strategies for Data Protection and Digital Rights
(2021) Stanford Technology Law Review Rev 389-439

CIPESA Mapping and Analysis of Privacy Laws in Africa (November 2021), 51 pp.
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Limitations of Data Protection Laws (2019) 24 Michigan Journal of Race & Law 417-439
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https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/documents/no244_0.pdf
https://www.apc.org/sites/default/files/PrivacyDataProtectionAfrica_CountryReports.pdf
https://www-cdn.law.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/BryantAfricaInTheInformationAge.pdf
https://cipesa.org/?wpfb_dl=479
https://repository.law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1294&context=mjrl
https://repository.law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1294&context=mjrl
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/journals/jice_africa_data_protection_laws.pdf
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OGP-Data-Protection-Report.pdf
https://scholarship.law.vanderbilt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=vjtl
https://iapp.org/news/a/slowly-but-surely-data-protection-regulations-expand-throughout-africa/
https://paradigmhq.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DPA-Report-2.pdf
https://paradigmhq.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DPA-Report-2.pdf
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